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Among the 27 subcategories across six main categories, we identified key areas for row-level summaries. 

[bookmark: _Toc193464440]Safe Environment- Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR) 

Row summary

Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants and peace support/keeping operations

Peacekeeping is most effective in establishing stability which allows delivery of services, including a functioning justice system, which usually not possible during conflict.  Access to justice, rights and public services is the only outcome with a large positive effect.

Peacekeeping also supports a achieving a peaceful dispute resolution – though this depends on providing mediation together with peacekeeping. Diplomatic relations & peaceful dispute resolution and transitions of power both have moderate positive effects.

Table 4 - Effect sizes from Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR) 
	Outcome Category
	Effect size
	No. of studies
	No. of effect sizes

	Access to justice, rights and public services
	0.351
	1
	4

	Diplomatic relations & peaceful dispute resolution
	0.160
	8
	32

	Transitions of power
	0.138
	2
	6

	Sense of Belonging
	0.094
	1
	8

	Social norms regarding violence and atrocities
	0.094
	3
	7

	Educational security
	0.078
	2
	11

	Food security and nutrition
	0.070
	1
	6

	Economic security
	0.061
	7
	33

	Intermediate social cohesion outcomes
	0.060
	1
	3

	Social cohesion
	0.060
	1
	6

	Nature and scale of violence or atrocities
	0.058
	9
	54

	Feelings of trust and acceptance of diversity
	0.041
	2
	17

	Physical security
	0.034
	2
	6

	Civic participation
	0.024
	2
	5

	Government performance
	-0.066
	3
	12

	Sexual and gender- based violence
	-0.295
	1
	2


Note: A positive sign indicates an improvement, e.g. less violence, and a negative sign an adverse effect.  

Whilst there are positive effects from DDR and PKOs/PSOs in reducing violence, the effects are small and there are several moderators. The success of interventions depends on mission size, mandate, and coordination with mediation efforts.

Overall, a UN peacekeeping presence shortens conflicts especially in fragmented settings (i.e. with a large number of combatant groups) and decreases battle deaths, while UN police lower post war violence. But average effects are small partly as peacekeeping reduces violence but does not end it. After a ceasefire or peace agreement violence often transforms into other forms of instability. Police officers rather than military are more effective in post-conflict settings. But there is a very small effect on physical security. And, there is a large adverse impact on sexual and gender-based violence, which is mainly - though not solely - perpetrated by rebel forces. 

Peacekeeping reduces electoral violence and atrocities, but its long-term impact on sustaining peace remains uncertain, particularly in complex conflicts with persistent security challenges, e.g. Sudan and Somalia.

Peace support/keeping operations, particularly, peacekeeping operations and the presence of peacekeepers have a positive effect on the feelings of trust in the rule of law and acceptance of diversity. The presence of peacekeepers increased reliance on state authorities over non-state mechanisms for resolving crime and violence and increased cooperative decision-making and equitable resource allocation among ethnic groups. And DDR can achieve a short run effects on cohesion but less on feelings of belonging but these do not last. These interventions work better with women, and less with more educated rebels, especially leaders.  

There is low confidence in most findings in this row, both because of the low number of studies most cells and because of low confidence in the included studies.
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Diplomacy, Law, and Accountability – Aid assistance programs.

Aid assistance and aid conditionalities
Aid is used directly to address conflict through a range of causal mechanisms. Aid can support the legitimacy of government, and so support stability, by strengthening institutions, improving governance, and a “hearts and minds” approach of   providing public services. However, aid projects are usually concentrated around the capital, whereas conflict occurs in more outlying areas. 
The evidence suggests that in general aid is not effective in reducing conflict.  The four included studies, and the one narrative review, conclude there are adverse effects.  The overall effect size for all studies is a small, adverse effect.
There is heterogeneity by type of aid and context. Military aid increases conflict. Aid is more likely to be more effective in relatively stable environments, but more likely to fuel it in unstable settings when combatants may seize aid, or attack aid-supported facilities. One study reports that “easily lootable aid” is associated with higher civilian fatalities.  Also,
In contrast, withholding aid is effective in persuading governments to comply with the condition which has triggered the sanctions – such as democratic transition. However, this effect weakens over time.
 
Table 5 - Effect of Aid assistance and conditionalities
	Outcome sub-domain
	Effect size
	No. of studies
	No. of effect sizes

	Diplomatic relations
	0.347
	1
	1

	Economic security
	0.052
	1
	11

	Nature and scale of violence and atrocities
	-0.018
	4
	35
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Conflict Management and Mediation – Media and communication.

The effects of media and communication interventions were summarized from 18 included studies, mostly conducted in sub-saharan africa region. Radio was identified as the primary medium for media and communication interventions, as seen in programs like Peace through Development II (PDEV II) and Voices for Peace, which combined broadcasts with community activities and facilitated discussions on governance, corruption, and police-community relations. Other interventions, such as Kumbuka Kesho in the DRC and Pro-Peace Messaging in Burkina Faso, used role-modeling radio dramas and religious sermons to promote tolerance and collective action. In Mali, peace radio programs were integrated with governance initiatives, while FM broadcasts during the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) insurgency encouraged defections through logistical guidance and reassurances of reintegration. Additionally, various media formats—including video campaigns, storytelling, social media messaging, and paradoxical thinking interventions—were used to challenge extremist narratives, foster dialogue, and promote active civic engagement. Initiatives like the Rwanda Threshold Program (RTP) and Wuro Potal in Burkina Faso further emphasized the role of media in governance awareness and accountability.
Media and communication effects on access to justice, the Rwanda Threshold Program had a moderate effect, as submission boxes gained acceptance, signaling a shift toward indirect engagement with law enforcement. Media-driven efforts to enhance willingness to participate and help had moderate effects, with programs like Musekeweya radio soap operas in Rwanda promoting reconciliation but showing inconsistent influence on prosocial behavior.
Media and communication interventions had small effects on political security and civic participation. While programs like Peace through Development II (PDEV II) improved political knowledge among radio listeners, they had limited impact on broader political engagement. Civic participation initiatives, including Voices for Peace in Burkina Faso and Kumbuka Kesho in the DRC, showed small effects, with some interventions increasing collaboration with security forces, though results varied across contexts. In nature and scale of violence and atrocity prevention outcomes, FM radio broadcasts encouraging defections from the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) had a small effect in reducing fatalities but led to unintended consequences, such as increased looting. Efforts to shift social norms around violence had small effects—while some reduced in-group superiority and promoted tolerance, others failed to change deep-seated ideological beliefs, with long-term interventions proving more effective. Intervention had a small effect on intermediate social cohesion outcome, improving fairness-based reasoning and intergroup trust in some cases, but persistent biases, trauma, and external conflicts often constrained impact. Effects on trust-building, feeling of trust and acceptance of diversity also showed small effects, with some radio dramas fostering reconciliation, enhanced intergroup trust, reduced social distance though others reinforced ethnic divisions. Media interventions had no effect on government performance, as efforts to improve transparency and institutional trust, such as the Rwanda Threshold Program, did not significantly influence public perceptions. Finally, media interventions had an adverse effect on economic security, as programs like PDEV II had no measurable impact on livelihoods, employment, or financial stability. Overall, while media interventions show promise in influencing civic engagement, trust, and social norms, their effectiveness depends on sustained efforts, targeted messaging, and contextual relevance.
Overall, while media interventions showed promise in influencing civic engagement, trust, and social norms, their effectiveness depended on sustained efforts, targeted messaging, and contextual relevance.


Table 6 - Effect sizes from Role of Media and Communication
	Outcome Category
	Effect size
	No. Of studies
	No.of Effect sizes

	Political Security
	0.05
	1
	4

	Civic Participation
	0.049
	6
	13

	Nature & scale of atrocity prevention
	0.014
	1
	6

	social norms of violence or atrocity prevention
	0.014
	9
	54

	Intermediate Social Cohesion Outcome
	0.025
	6
	40

	Feelings of trust & Acceptance of diversity
	0.015
	9
	49

	Government Performance
	0.006
	2
	14

	Willingness to participate or help
	0.108
	4
	19

	Access to Justice, right & Public Services
	0.148
	1
	9

	Economic Security
	-0.013
	1
	3



[bookmark: _Toc193464443]
Civil Society – Social funds, community-driven development, and reconstruction efforts.

Social funds, community-driven development (CDD) programs includes interventions such as local governance initiatives, and infrastructure projects. Programs like NSP, GoBifo, and Tuungane promoted local governance and economic empowerment, while CERP focused on rapid-response reconstruction.
These interventions had no effect on diplomatic relations and peaceful dispute resolution. While NSP initially increased disputes due to block grant competition, this effect faded over time. Similarly, there was no pooled effect on the nature and scale of violence and atrocities—some interventions had effects in reducing violence, others had no impact, and a few increased conflict casualties.
The programs had large effects on access to justice, rights, and public services, significantly improving education, water, and electricity access. However, governance effects were weak, women's empowerment was limited, and there was no improvement in irrigation, transportation, or health services. Local governance participation increased in some cases, but broader transparency and accountability remained weak.
Civic engagement saw a moderate effect, with increased governance participation, women’s inclusion, and electoral engagement, though gains were often temporary. It showed a small effect on economic security, with minor increases in income, expenditures, and asset ownership but no effect on long-term employment or productivity. It also had a small effect on educational security, improving infrastructure but failing to enhance learning outcomes, school attendance, or institutional accountability.
The intervention has no effect on environmental security, with some irrigation and land-use projects leading to unintended degradation. Security perceptions improved slightly, but actual violence and insurgent activity were not reduced.
Overall, while these interventions had large effects on public services and small effects on economic and educational security, their long-term impact on governance, security, and stability remained limited. Sustainable outcomes depended on institutional stability, community involvement, and governance engagement.





Table 7 - Social funds, community-driven development, and reconstruction efforts.
	Outcome Category
	Effect Size 
	No. of studies
	No of Effect size 

	diplomatic relations & peaceful dispute resolution
	0.004
	1
	2

	nature and scale of violence and atrocities
	-0.005
	8
	27

	social norms regarding violence and atrocities
	-0.001
	2
	6

	feelings of trust & acceptance of diversity
	0.037
	10
	40

	sense of belongingness
	0.0464
	1
	1

	willingness to participate or help
	0.167
	11
	38

	access to justice, rights and public services 
	0.28
	6
	30

	civic participation
	0.171
	7
	28

	government performance
	0.043
	8
	147

	economic security
	0.028
	11
	57

	educational security
	0.07
	6
	23

	food security and nutrition and health security
	0.08
	8
	22

	physical security
	0.031
	3
	13

	political security
	0.028
	5
	21

	economic security
	0
	1
	2

	intermediate social cohesion outcomes
	0.095
	2
	35
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Governance and Justice Institutions – Election support initiatives.

Impact of Election support interventions on various outcomes
There were 8 studies in the intervention sub-category foundational state design processes, transitional political processes, and election support studying election support across 6 sub-outcome categories. These include the nature and scale of violence or atrocities, social norms regarding violence and atrocities, civic participation, government performance, physical security, and political security. The election support interventions across these studies include capacity building through training and education and attitude transformation strategies, moderation of election-related violence by courts, anti-violence campaigning, exposure to electoral programming from broadcast radio on the women’s political behaviors and attitudes in the context of general elections, presence of international election observers on electoral violence, election education events and anti-fraud interventions. The effects for 1 study of 8 were not extracted due to lack of data.
Overall, the effect of election support interventions has a small effect across all the outcomes (g=0.057, no of studies = 7, no of effects = 64). However, election support interventions have an adverse impact on civic participation (g= -0.032) and the nature and scale of violence or atrocities (g= -0.032) outcomes. The civic participation outcomes include political freedom, voting behavior, and gubernatorial. In the nature and scale of violence or atrocities, 30 outcomes were studied across 6 studies. These studies were conducted in Sub-Saharan Africa and the Global context.
The social norms regarding violence and atrocities outcomes were studied across 2 studies and 5 effect sizes. These studies were conducted in Sub-Saharan Africa. The intervention had a small effect (g= 0.032) on empowerment against electoral violence, crime perception and experience, and willingness to use political violence outcomes.
The studies assessed the effects of election support interventions on government performance, physical security, and political security outcomes. The intervention had a moderate effect across these outcomes. The government performance outcomes including attitudes index, government index, and legitimacy index were studied in the South Asian context (n=1 study; g= 0.121; no of effects = 3). The intervention studied anti-fraud intervention on citizens' attitudes toward the government and their willingness to comply with its authority.
The evidence shows that election support interventions including election campaigns, election education events and security, economic recovery, and political reintegration operations have an impact on physical violence and the perceived threat of violence during the election campaign as physical security outcomes (n = 2 studies; g = 0.137; no of effects = 2). These studies were conducted in Sub Saharan Africa region.
The studies that assessed political security outcomes studied electoral education campaigning and governance-strengthening mechanisms as interventions in the Sub-Saharan Africa region. Evidence shows that electoral programming from UNMIL broadcast radio affected the women’s political behaviors and attitudes in the context of the 2011 general elections in Liberia and election education reduced fears of violence and increased the frequency of contact with the government (n = 2 studies; g = 0.165; no of effects =15).
Table 8 – Election Support Initiatives 
	Outcome
	Average effect size
	No. of studies
	No. of effect sizes

	Civic participation
	-0.032
	1
	9

	Government performance
	0.121
	1
	3

	Nature and scale of violence or atrocities
	-0.032
	6
	30

	Physical security
	0.137
	2
	2

	Political security
	0.165
	2
	15

	Social norms regarding violence and atrocities
	0.032
	2
	5
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Socio-Economic Foundations – Training and job creation programs.

Training and job creation programs, such as vocational training, business mentorship, and financial assistance interventions, summarize the evidence from 27 impact evaluation studies. The evidence shows that these interventions improve economic security by increasing employment rates, stabilizing income, enhancing psychosocial well-being, fostering trust and acceptance of diversity, and improving physical security. However, they have limited effects on food security and willingness to help and may have an adverse impact on educational outcomes.
These interventions have a large pooled effect on social cohesion by integrating economic opportunities with psychosocial support. Programs like INVEST in Afghanistan and L.A.C.E.S. in Liberia show that vocational training alone has limited effects on self-efficacy, while sport-based programs improve social responsibility and a sense of purpose. The interventions also have a significant effect on trust and acceptance of diversity outcomes. Vocational training and business mentorship programs promote economic stability and social cohesion. In Uganda, inclusive refugee policies increased support for refugee rights, while in Somalia, employment programs promoted cohesion across clans and genders. However, in South Sudan, unmet expectations from a cash grant program eroded trust, and in Mozambique, economic training worsened perceptions of aggression.
The interventions have a moderate pooled effect on economic security, physical security, and a sense of belonging. Evidence from 15 impact evaluation studies suggests these interventions generally increase employment rates, stabilize incomes, and reduce reliance on illegal work. Notable examples include Liberia’s agricultural training program, which led to 77% engagement in farming, and Tanzania’s RukaJuu! initiative, where entrepreneurship training increased earnings by 146%. Public works programs, such as India’s NREGA, successfully stabilized incomes during economic shocks. However, their effects were mixed in fragile and gender-unequal settings where access to decent work remained limited. One systematic review found that technical and vocational training improved women entrepreneurs' capacities and access to assets, credit, and income. Employment programs also have a moderate effect on physical security by reducing fear of crime and promoting stability, particularly in African countries. In Burundi, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, and Uganda, job programs in vulnerable areas aimed to deter criminal activity and foster social cohesion. A pseudo-meta-analysis using a difference-in-differences (DID) approach found that these programs consistently lowered fear of crime, suggesting a positive effect on perceived security.
The interventions have a small pooled effect on shifting social norms regarding violence and atrocities. While job training can reduce support for violence by improving economic security and social cohesion, its effectiveness in changing attitudes toward violence varies. Some programs decrease justification for violence, while others show limited or no impact. Some positive associations were found between willingness to help and connectedness to other tribes. Studies in Liberia and Afghanistan show mixed results: in Liberia, participants were less likely to engage with armed recruiters but showed no increase in civic participation, while in Afghanistan, positive effects were found on social connectedness, particularly across tribal lines.
Training and job creation programs have small effects on perceptions of government performance. While some initiatives improve trust in government, others have no effect or even reduce institutional confidence. Programs such as the ILO’s Youth Employment Somalia (YES) and Youth for Change (Y4C) initiatives, along with employment programs in Africa, show that while economic stability improves, governance perceptions remain varied.
The interventions have no pooled effect on the nature and scale of violence or atrocities. While some programs, such as cash-for-work initiatives and guaranteed employment schemes, reduce conflict intensity and improve stability, their effectiveness depends on governance capacity, security conditions, and economic factors. In Iraq, the ICRRP reduced grave violations against children, while India’s NREGS significantly lowered Maoist conflict violence. However, in some cases, job creation efforts correlated with increased state-led counterinsurgency operations, leading to temporary rises in violence.
Some adverse effects were observed. Training and job creation programs, particularly technical and vocational education (TVET), negatively impacted interest in politics while moderately improving women’s political participation. In Mozambique, employment training reduced political engagement among young Muslim men. Additionally, labor-intensive public works programs led to increased school absenteeism, reflecting trade-offs between short-term employment and educational security. The Sierra Leone Cash-for-Work (CfW) program improved economic outcomes but diverted time from education, showing no long-term employment or skill development benefits.
Overall, evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, Latin America, and global studies underscores that while training and job creation programs enhance economic security and stability, their impacts on social cohesion and governance remain limited,no effect on reducing the violence and atrocities, and have adverse effects on education and political. 

Table 9 - Effect of training & job creation:
	Outcome Sub-domain
	Effect size 
	No. of Studies 
	No. of effect sizes

	social norms regarding violence and atrocities
	0.1
	6
	41

	willingness to participate or help 
	0.064
	2
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	government performance
	0.051
	5
	29
	

	food security and nutrition & health security
	0.036
	3
	6
	

	nature and scale of violence or atrocities
	0.01
	7
	41
	

	economic security
	0.188
	15
	190
	

	physical security 
	0.154
	1
	1
	

	sense of belonging
	0.114
	2
	13
	

	intermediate social cohesion
	0.26
	3
	40
	

	Feelings of trust & Acceptance of diversity
	0.239
	5
	43
	

	political security
	-0.577
	1
	1
	

	educational security 
	-0.027
	1
	2
	







